‘ W hat You Should Know:
Immigrants and Immigration in Colorado

FACT #1: Undo’cument’e;; ‘mmigrants, would legalize their status if they had the option.

- The vast majority of thos *m’the country without proper 1mmlgrat10n status have done so

“because our immigration system provides no way for them to receive a visa. For instance,
while our economy elies on an estimated 485,000 new, low-skllled immigrant workers
each year, but our 1mmlgratlon system prov1des only 5,000 visas (Pew Hispanic Center).

- That is a huge dlscrepancy between what our economy needs and what our immigration

_system allows. Moreover, the wait time for children in other countries to join their parents

here legally often exceeds ﬁve years. This hardship and unrealistic allotment of work visas

is why we way the US 1mnugrat1on system is broken

FACT #2: Undocumented 1mm1grat10n is a civil, not crlmmal infraction.
Unlawful presence in the United States is a civil violation of federal law, not a crime.
Therefore, undocumcnted immigration status does not make someone a criminal.

FACT #3: Immigratio'n' ‘b”oo ,‘ ;fhe US economy in a number of ways.

Immigrants ﬁll numerous crucial economic
‘niches that support the US market. For instance,
immigrant entrepreneursh1p generates jobs.
Immigrants with specialized skills help innovate
in key sectors of the economy. Interestingly,
immigrants are increasingly associated with
further openings to trade and other forms of
exchange with other countries. Finally,
1mmlgrant workers and their families both
produce and consume goods and services,
having wide reaching economic impact.
(Migration Policy Institute) In fact, a recent
0 ‘ f the devastatlng 1mpact to our economy that a loss
undocur d : ssould -ause. In Colorado alone it is estimated that if
undocumented workers were removed from the state 40 000 native and authorized
: 1mm1grant workers would lose their JObS '

FACT #4: All immig p"a;y taxes, including thé i;'ndocumented.

All 1mm1grants unaocumentca ana aocument d, pay sales and property taxes in Colorado,
contributing to the state’s coffers like everyone else What i is more, despite the legal
obstacles, the Social Security Administration estlmates 75% of undocumented workers
pay income taxes. This includes $7 billion in Social Security and $1.5 billion in Medicare
taxes a year, with little hope of ever receiving benefits (Social Security Administration).
By the end of the 2000 tax year, there was $374 billion in the Social Security Suspense
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Fund from undocumented workers. A 2006 Texas study found that undocumented
workers contribute considerably more in taxes than they receive in public benefits, on the
order of $400 million a year (Texas Comptroller). A University of Georgia study released
in August found that Hispanic buying power in Tennessee has increased 833% since 1990,
increasing sales tax contributions and strengthening the overall tax base (Umver51ty of
Georgla)

FACT #5: Communities with higher rates of immigration‘ actually, have less crime.

According to U.S. Census data, immigrants have the
lowest rates of criminal convictions in American society
(Migration Pohcy Institute). What is more, various
studies, including one by Harvard Sociologist Robert J.
Sampson, have shown that immigration actually reduces
crime in communities, for 1mm1grants and natlve-born
alike.

FACT #6: Local enforcement of federal 1mm1gratlon
law is costly to taxpayers, while reducmg safety for
both immigrant and natlve-born commumtles.

Effective local law enforcement depends on developmg

trust with the community, not doing the job of the federal

government. The Major Cities Chiefs of Police reject any

new role in immigration enforcement because it would

- compromise their primary mission: to ensure the safety of

our communities (MCCP statement on immigration). If the , ,

police asked every victim of a crime for 1mm1gratlon papers immigrant victims would
cease to report crimes, making them easy targets, increasing the overall crime rate, and
puttmg every Coloradan at greater risk. State and local attempts to fix a federal problem
promise instead to create a patchwork of inconsistent laws across the nation, divide our
communities, threaten pubhc safety, and escalate ant1 1mm1grant sentlment and
d1scr1m1nat10n ' :

FACT #7: Immlgrants are mellglble for the vast majorlty of pubhc beneﬁts and do
not access them.

Immigrants have come to Colorado to work, not to get pubhc beneﬁts Even for lawful
_permanent residents, there is a five-year wa1t1ng per1 ‘
In 2006 the Colorado lemslature passed a blll 0] keen

' makes it harder for our most Vulnerable cmzens espeelalf " the I¢ ,:
ill, to access much needed state support systems
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' FACT #8: Today’s 1mm1grants want to learn Enghsh and are doing so as quickly as
immigrants of the past. -

Today S unmlgrants understan' at learning Enghsh ~ v1ta1 to full part101pat10n in society
and take the steps to learn the new language as quickls ssible. Within ten years of _
amval more than 75% of immigrants speak English well. For long-term immigrants, less
,than 3% are unable to speak Engllsh well (Natlonal Acad my of Sc1ences) The best way

‘There are man nterestmg ways to get mvolved W1th _eIc()m'ing Colorado,
and t /€ is ; allies to work s1de by side with
‘ . '1mm1grants fo ust corr

; BUT FIRST HINGS FIRST
IF YOU ARE NOT AN IMMIGRANT THINK LIKE AN ALLY!

Because 1mmlgrants are the people most affe‘, >d by anti- 1mm1grant rhetonc and unjust
1mmlgrat10n policies, they are the most equ1pped to choose how to change things and the
most invested in their own liberation. As allies, we can take cues from immigrant-led
groups and change the systems that affect our entire commumtles.

'-Get connected

' Developmg meamngful genuine relatlonshlps w1th 1mmlgrants keeps all of our work sharp and
relevant. Spend some time gettmg to know who in your commumty is working on immigrant

justice i ues and if there are any unrmgrant groups already orgamzed Many 1mm1grant rlghts

an mm1grant issues.
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