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Director’s Desk
We’ve got 
a new look.  
More than          
a   dozen 
years have 
passed since 
the last time 
SPAN “re-

branded”, changing from Boulder 
County Safehouse to Safehouse 
Progressive Alliance for Nonvio-
lence.  That was a critical trans-
formation for the organization, as 
we embraced a mission that put 
relationship violence in a social 
justice context, making the work 
so much more than a Safehouse 
and a crisis line. Today’s changes 
are not so radical.  I like it: the 
colors and new logo, the emphatic 
use of our acronym – SPAN – an 
exciting new website going live in 
the next few weeks. 

Still, change is hard, challenging, 
and more than a little scary.  Every 
photo we choose and the language 
that we use, even just tweaking our 
logo, these things are critically im-
portant.  Each year SPAN provides 
wrap-around services to almost 
2,000 survivors of violence and their 
children, at a time when domestic 
violence is the leading cause of 
homelessness among women and 
children.  We need the community’s 
support more than ever, and these 
marketing initiatives are one of the 
key ways we have of getting the 
public’s attention, telling our story, 
making people care enough to do-
nate, volunteer, support.  Will these 
handsome updates to our look do 
the job?

Continue on page 3 
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SPAN understands that violence does not just happen to bodies.  Abuse often inflicts emotional and even spiritual injury.  
It can cause survivors to doubt their feelings and even their own value.  Abuse separates survivors from opportunities for 
support and healing.   Survivors may not feel safe returning to spiritual communities they once shared with an abuser.  
Survivors may feel uncertain engaging in communal rites with new questions of safety, self-worth and justice that arise from 
their experiences of abuse.  SPAN’s new Spiritual Support Team will help survivors answer these questions and connect with 
communities of support and care. The Spiritual Support Team is made up of religious leaders from diverse faith traditions.  
Each week, members of the team will offer an inclusive reflection time to residents staying in our shelter program.  They will 
also be available to provide spiritual support to individual clients.  Along with this direct service, the Spiritual Support Team 
will serve as a place for dialogue and a source of action around issues of violence, justice and equity in faith communities. 
The Spiritual Support Team was a thriving part of SPAN’s work in the community in the early 2000’s.  Thank you to all 
participating faith communities for helping us bring this vital resource back to our clients. Thanks, especially, for being part 
of these powerful conversations about violence and cultural change. 

News and Events

she fled to the United States. In its analysis of 
the decision, the Harvard Law Review noted in 
2015 that the BIA had not definitively resolved 
all disputes relating to the “social group” and 
had “unambiguously [established] that women 
fleeing domestic violence can be eligible for 
particular as was their married status. for 

particular social group–based asylum” and 
“meaningfully [moved] the law of asylum toward 
more consistent and expansive recognition of 
domestic violence–based asylum claims.” In 
his June 2018 decision, Sessions overruled this, 
writing: “That decision was wrongly decided and 
should not have been issued as a precedential 
decision.” In addition, the Attorney General 
criticized a similar 2016 BIA decision, which ruled 
favorably towards a Salvadoran woman who 
fled to the United States in 2014 after suffering 
violent abuse at the hands of her ex-husband 

2018 Social Justice Series

and applied for asylum on the basis that she 
had been persecuted without the protection 
of her government, due to her membership 
of the group “El Salvadoran women who are 
unable to leave their domestic relationships 
where they have children in common.” 
The BIA, an administrative body under the 
Department of Justice, can issue “precedent 
decisions,” to which immigration judges 
around the United States are bound (as in 
the case of C.G., for example.) However, its 
decisions can be overturned by a federal 
court or the U.S. Attorney General (just as 
Sessions overruled the BIA’s precedent 
decision in the C.G. case.) As a precedent 
decision in its own right, Sessions’s June 
2018 ruling can — and most likely will 
— be challenged in federal court. The 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 

2018 Spirtual Services

National News Continued
has already vowed to take legal action 
against what its executive director 
Benjamin Johnson called “this shameful 
chapter in our country’s history.” In April, 
the American Bar Association, the largest 
body of legal professionals in the United 
States, filed a brief with the Department 
of Justice, urging Sessions not to reverse 
existing BIA precedents and arguing 
that private criminal activity becomes 
persecution when foreign governments 
cannot or will not intervene to protect its 
victims. Overruling such precedents — 
which Sessions did on 11 June — would 
“further victimize those most in need of 
protection,” the ABA pleaded at the time.

Written by, Dan MacGuill/SnopesNews

SPECIAL THANKS TO BIG RED F AND 
THE WEST END TAVERN FOR THEIR 

UNWAVERING SUPPORT TO MAKE OUR 
10TH ANNUAL JUL-IPA SO SUCCESSFUL!
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SPAN’s Legal Case in Colorado Supreme Court
Colorado Supreme Court gives courts rule over restraining orders against 
nonresidents in Boulder County case

Program Profile

We’ve got a new look.  More than          a   dozen years 
have passed since the last time SPAN “rebranded”, 
changing from Boulder County Safehouse to Safehouse 
Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence.  That was a critical 
transformation for the organization, as we embraced a 
mission that put relationship violence in a social jus-
tice context, making the work so much more than a 
Safehouse and a crisis line. Today’s changes are not so 

radical.  I like it: the colors and new logo, the emphatic 
use of our acronym – SPAN – an exciting new website 
going live in the next few weeks. 

Still, change is hard, challenging, and more than a little 
scary.  Every photo we choose and the language that 
we use, even just tweaking our logo, these things are 
critically important.  Each year SPAN provides wrap-

In a unanimous decision, the Colorado Supreme 
Court ruled that the state’s courts can enter 
protection orders against out-of-state abus-
ers if they are threatening former victims who 
now live in Colorado. The ruling in Parocha v. 
Parocha reverses the Boulder District Court’s 
decision vacating a civil protection order against 
a man in New Jersey, citing a lack of jurisdiction. 
The state’s highest court ruled in favor with 
the original Boulder County Court decision, 
which said that the case fell under the long-arm 
statute, according to the published opinion. 
The long-arm statute allows Colorado courts to 
exercise jurisdiction on nonresidents who com-
mit “tortious acts,” including domestic violence.
The Colorado Supreme Court remanded the 
case back to the district court to go through the 
proceedings again with this opinion in mind.“It’s 
an important ruling for victims and a critical way 
that the legal system can provide protection to 
victims of domestic violence,” said Anne Tapp, 
executive director of the Safehouse Progres-
sive Alliance for Nonviolence (SPAN).About 10 
percent of the survivors who work with SPAN 
have lived in other states or fled other states, 
or have an abuser who moved to another state 
but continues the abuse via phone, Tapp said. 

Social media and technology provide a way 
for abusers to make victims “feel like they 
can never be free,” she said. A protection 
order in cases such as this one is “abso-
lutely critical.”The Parocha v. Parocha case 
began in 2016 when the petitioner in the 
case, Megan Parocha, filed a civil protec-
tion order against her husband, Richard 
Parocha.At the county court hearing, 
Megan Parocha testified to a “cycle” of 
domestic abuse in their marriage. Accord-
ing to the court opinion, she claimed that 
her husband had threatened her, raped 
her, locked her out of the home, taken 
their child and ripped out a chunk of her 
hair, among other things. While her hus-
band disputed her claims, he did say their 
relationship included “bouts of fighting.” In 
the fall of 2016, Megan Parocha decided to 
move from New Jersey to Colorado, along 
with their daughter, to be with her family 
because of the fighting. Her husband said 
she could go for three months.During 
those three months, Richard Parocha 
contacted her daily, allegedly to speak with 
their 1-year-old daughter. Once the three 
months came to an end, Megan Parocha 
said she wanted to stay in Colorado.She 
said Richard Parocha told her via FaceTime 
calls, emails and texts on Dec. 5, 2016, 
that he would “make” her come back to 
New Jersey, which she saw as threats that 
prompted her to apply for a civil protection 
order in Colorado.Bruce Wiener, executive 
director of nonprofit legal services firm 
Bridge to Justice, served as the attorney in 
the case. Six nonprofit agencies also filed 
amicus curiae briefs in support of Wiener’s 

arguments, including Safe Shelter of St. 
Vrain Valley and the Safehouse Progressive 
Alliance for Nonviolence, according to a 
news release from the Bridge to Justice. 
The county court approved the protection 
order and found Megan Parocha’s testi-
mony of abuse credible. Given the pattern 
of abuse she had faced, the court found 
the frequent contacts from her husband 
while she was in Colorado to be “tortious 
acts” and part of the long-running domes-
tic abuse. This allowed the court to use 
personal jurisdiction on Richard Parocha, 
still in New Jersey, under the long-arm 
statute. It issued a permanent protec-
tion order.Richard Parocha appealed to 
Boulder District Court, which vacated the 
order, claiming Colorado courts didn’t have 
the right to exercise personal jurisdic-
tion over a nonresident in this case. The 
Colorado Supreme Court ruled that the 
exercise of jurisdiction complied with the 
requirements of “fair play and substantial 
justice.” There was little burden on the 
husband, as it did not seek relief against 
him. The other interests at stake had 
greater weight.“She should not have had 
to wait until he arrived at her door to seek 
the court’s protection from his threats in 
light of the history of violence and coercion 
in their marriage,” the opinion says.Wiener 
has already cited the case in another per-
manent protection order hearing and the 
judge cited the case in his minute order, 
according to the release. Because of Me-
gan Parocha’s actions, Tapp said she has 
“made a significant difference in the lives of 
victims in the future.”

Written by, Madeline St. Amour
mstamour@prairiemountainmedia.comDirector’s Desk Continued
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Statistics

654 204

Crisis phone calls were made to SPAN 
in the month of June alone

3

 Women murdered by their intimate 
partners

Legal advocacy cases taken on by SPAN 
in 2018

 10 
million

Children suffer from domestic violence 
annually. 

In Honor of Deborah Depinto
Our hearts go out to the family and friends of Deborah De 
Pinto for their tragic loss. On June 18, 2018 Deborah was 
fatally strangled in the laundry room of her apartment 
community in North Boulder. Deborah’s husband, Scott 
Jones was charged with first degree murder in her death. 
Deborah was an employee for the University of Colorado 
Boulder where she worked as a chef. She leaves behind 
two children, ages 11 and 13, who are now in the custody of 
Boulder County Health and Human Services. While Deborah 
is the first domestic violence homicide in Boulder this year, 
she is not alone. In 2017, there were five domestic violence 
homicide cases in Boulder and Broomfield County. Boulder 
County has one of the highest rates of Domestic Violence 
in Colorado. See our website for details on  how to support 
victims like Deborah. 

a
  a day



*All rights, powers, duties and responsibilities relative to the control 
of SPAN’s property and affairs are vested in the Boards of Directors. 
Members of the Board are elected to provide a range of expertise 
pertinent to agency operations and to reflect the diversity of the 
community. In addition to volunteering their time and expertise, 
100% of Board Members contribute to the organization financially.

SPAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF SPOTLIGHT

THANK YOU SPONSORS

REGINA REYES-ZARAGOZA
EMERGENCY RESPONSE SPECAILISTS

Who We Are

Lisa Darby, Board Chair
NOAA

Debbie Ramirez, Vice 
Chair
Boulder County

Jean Bowen, Treasurer

CU Boulder 

Judy Knapp, Past Chair
Lockheed Martin

Denice Walker, 
Secretary
CU Boulder

OFFICERS

Shyamlee Pringle 
Payroll & Benefits 
Coordinator

Katherine Merlin 
Attorney, Private 
Practice

Namarta Thompson
Racial Justice Coach

Linda Pounds 
CSU Assistance 
Program Employee 

Sally Thorner
Journalist, Reitred

MEMBERS

Linda Damon • Reggie Schmidt 
Lydia M. Tate

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

Regina is the Bilingual Emergency Response 
Specialist as a part of SPAN’s Legal Advocacy 
Team. She was born in El Paso, TX, but then 
quickly moved to Querétaro, México, where she 
spent the majority of her childhood. Regina went 
to a Colorado boarding school to receive her high 
school degree and then attended the University 
of Colorado Boulder and received a dual-degree 
in International Affairs and Art History. Regina 
spent her junior year studying abroad in Paris at 
“L’Institut de Sciences Politiques de Paris” and is 
therefore highly proficient in French. Regina has 
interned for the Smithsonian, for the Mexican 
Delegation to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), and for the 
Denver Art Museum.

Regina is an avid skier and loves to hike and paint 
during her free time. You can check out her artwork 
at: www.rgnstudios.com

SHELTER SUMMER WISHLIST 

Coffee 
Sugar 
Flour 

Cooking Oil
Baking Powder 

Pasta 

Hot Dogs - Buns
Hamburgers- Buns

Cheese Slices
Chicken Nuggets

Mac n’ Cheese
Condiments

Chips
 

Diapers (size 4/5)
Pillows

Pull Ups 
African American Hair 

Care Products
Clothing Hangers

Kitchen Sponges
Multi-Surface Cleaner

Bathroom Cleaner
Chilies 

Tortillas 
Salsa 

Refried Beans

All donations can be dropped off Mon - Fri
[9-5] to our Outreach Center [835 North St.] 



835 North Street
Boulder, CO 80304

Sign up today to receive SPAN’s e-newsletter! Staying in touch and informed is easy when you receive ReachOut via 
email. Send an email to info@safehousalliance.org and subscribe today!

National News

Attorney General Jeff Sessions has 
reversed a landmark 2014 decision by 
the Board of Immigration Appeals to rule 
that fleeing domestic abuse and gang-
related violence should not be considered 
a basis for being granted asylum in the 
United States, except in rare cases. In 
a decision published on 11 June 2018, 
Sessions determined that refugee or 
asylum status ought to be restricted to 
individuals who can establish that the 
persecution they are suffering in a foreign 
country is based on their membership 
of a “particular social group” with a 
“common immutable [unchangeable] 
characteristic” and that except in rare 
cases, being  the victim of domestic 

violence or gang-related persecution does 
not constitute membership of such a 
group.  This contradicted a 2014 Board of 
Immigration Appeals ruling in which the 
BIA found: “Depending on the facts and 
evidence in an individual case, ‘married 
women in Guatemala who are unable to 
leave their relationship’ can constitute a 
cognizable particular social group that 
forms the basis of a claim for asylum…” The 
2014 case revolved around a Guatemalan 
woman (with the initials C.G.) who had 
fled to the United States in 2005 and 
applied for asylum after years of brutal 
and violent physical and psychological 
abuse at the hands of her husband, 
who regularly beat and raped her. The 
Department of Homeland Security, under 
the administration of former president 
Barack Obama, did not dispute these 
facts.  The BIA concluded that this woman 
was indeed a member of a “particular 
social group” with shared and immutable 
characteristics because the gender of 
members of that group was unchangeable, 
as was their married status. Given the 
violent possessiveness of their husbands, 
and in the face of Guatemalan cultural 

norms around marriage and divorce, 
the women were effectively unable to 
become unmarried, and therefore their 
membership of the group in question 
(‘married women in Guatemala who 
are unable to leave their relationship’) 
was also unchangeable.  The BIA 
pointed out that the woman in the 
case had repeatedly attempted to 
remedy her dire circumstances within 
her own community and country, but 
her efforts were thwarted. Although 
she repeatedly reported her husband’s 
violent physical abuse to local police, 
the police declined to take the matter 
any further as they did not want to 
intervene in what they perceived as a 
marital dispute. Thus, the BIA reasoned, 
her own government had effectively 
declined to protect her from the 
persecution and abuse she suffered. 
When the woman fled to another city 
her husband tracked her down and 
forced her to live with him as his wife 
once more. The woman’s husband 
repeatedly threatened to kill her after 
she made attempts to extricate herself 
from the marriage. As a last resort, 

Survivors Seeking Asylum 
Denied Entry into The U.S.


